years, remains in the view of the author as unlikely to challenge the perspective of the regulators or the dominance of the established broadcasting institutions.
Whilst the two previous articles have emphasized the role of the commercial sector in shaping the development of new media, our next article, by Neil Selwyn, critically considers attempts by the UK government to influence the diffusion of new information and communications technologies (ICTs) throughout society. The Blair administration has committed significant sums of public finance to meet its objective of enabling citizens to participate in the 'knowledge economy' and 'information society'. In particular, a number of policy initiatives have been directed to challenging the digital divide between those able to realize the benefits of the new communications media and the large numbers of those excluded from such opportunities. Selwyn evaluates these policy directives by examining the use (and lack of use) of a sample of UK Online Centres designed to provide public access to ICTs for those social groups otherwise marginalized. Despite the policy intention, however, the author's findings give little evidence for believing that such initiatives in their current form are having any significant effect upon widening participation. Yet the reasons identified for lack of uptake or resistance, often identified in previous studies, need to be fed into policy deliberations if future improvements are to be achieved.
Charles Raab and David Mason provide a separate introduction for two excellent papers in their 'Privacy, Surveillance, Trust and Regulation' series. Articles by Bert-Jaap Koops and Joseph Fitsanakis explore many of the implications for privacy and surveillance arising from the interceptions of communications, practices that are often based upon poor legal and regulatory policies, but which are becoming more commonplace in an insecure world.
As usual, this issue of iCS concludes with our 'Thinkers Past and Present' series edited by Christopher May. The work of Jean-Francois Lyotard is the focus for this contribution in an article by Nicholas Gane. The author makes a compelling case for reading Lyotard's arguments as a means to reassert the relationship between the development of new ICTs and the diffusion of capitalist principles into the realm of cultural production and exchange. Such a link, often ignored by other theorists, is manifested by Lyotard through the commodification of knowledge, the speed-up of capitalist culture by the reduction of knowledge into 'bits', and the streaming of culture in homogeneous forms of capital to be exchanged and consumed almost ahead of time. 
